
Using the TN Electronic Library to Find Secondary, Scholarly Sources 

Although this guide uses the TEL, it is likely useful for any online database. 

1) Google Tennessee Electronic Library 

2) After you get to the home page, 

click on the Research tab 

 

 

 

 

3) Click on Gale PowerSearch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Check the box to limit results to 

Peer-reviewed Publications 

This makes certain you’re using 

scholarly sources, which most (if 

not all) academic essays should 

rely on (outside of primary 

sources) 

 



5) Choose your search options. 

a) Keyword is a tag that has been attached to describe the article. Articles 

typically have multiple keywords. e.g. An essay on Chaucer’s use of images 

of the Christian Cross in The Canterbury Tales might be tagged with 

“Canterbury Tales”, “Geoffrey Chaucer”, “Cross”, “Christian Symbols”, etc. 

This is the recommended category for most users. 

b) Entire Document searches the entirety of documents for the search string. 

This can be useful, but it will also return a LOT of results that aren’t related, 

especially if you don’t use advanced search setting (e.g. searching 

“Canterbury Tales” can return a document with the word Canterbury 

(which is a place in England) even if it doesn’t have any reference to 

Chaucer’s poem). 

c) The other two categories are not recommended. An explanatory box will 

pop up if you hover the mouse cursor over them, if you’re interested. 

 

 

 

  



6) After you have initiated the 

search, on the left, you will see a 

box of Search Filters. 

a) Related Subjects limits your 

search results for “Canterbury 

Tales” to results that ALSO 

include “Medieval Literature” 

as a keyword. 

b) Document Types limits your 

search results by the type of 

document. Duh. For your 

purposes, you will want to limit 

it to Critical Essays, and 

possibly come back to look in 

Articles and Essays if you need 

more sources. 

 

7) You can check the box next to an essay if you want to save it, so you can come 

back to it. I prefer to just open each essay in its own tab, if I plan to read them 

right away. When you select an essay, start by reading the Abstract to see 

what the essay contains. 

 



8) If, after reading the essay, you decide that you want to use it as a source, scroll 

down to the bottom of the essay and copy the citation information. Do this 

first, before you start quoting or copying/pasting. The information you’ll want 

looks like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

9) In order to keep things straight, open up a word editor (MS Word, Wordpad, 

Notebook, etc.) and paste the citation information in. Then, beneath it, copy 

enough of the passage containing the quote you want to give you a sense of 

the context of the quote (quoting out of context is bad, and if you go a day or 

two between reading and using your quote, you may forget the context). 

 

 

 

 

 

10) Rinse and repeat. If you use more quotes from the same source, paste 

them below your first one. Create a new section in the word editor for each 

source. This will help you later, when you have several sources and need to 

cite them accurately. I would keep this document until at least after the essay 

has been graded, just in case your instructor/professor has questions about 

your source material. 


